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Introduction:  
Transform role play area into 
our own frozen land. Letter 

from a polar explorer to start 
the topic off. 

Key Questions: 
Where are the coldest places 

in our world? What is the 
weather like there? What 
would it be like to visit? 

Which animals live in these 
frozen lands?  

Explore:        
Children will have explored how 
hard it is to survive in the frozen 
parts of our world and will    un-
derstand how living things do. 

They will have an understanding 
of what it would be like to visit a 

frozen land.                           

Celebrate:  
Children will be creating 

their own frozen land           
moving picture Christmas 
card to celebrate every-

thing that we have learnt. 

Frozen Lands Year 2 
Essential Knowledge: 
By the end of the topic children will have… 
• Discovered the coldest places in our world and will be able to 

name and locate them. 
• Investigated what the weather is like in these places. 
• Found out which animals live in these places. 
• Investigated whether humans live in these cold places. 
• Found out how living things are able to survive in these frozen 

lands. 
• Learnt about what polar explorers are and what they wanted 

to do. 
• Learnt about a polar explorer in detail thinking about what 

they took with them, how they travelled, what they ate, what 
they wore etc. 

• Compared a famous polar explorer from the past with more 
modern polar  explorers thinking carefully about similarities 
and differences. 

• Explored ice and carried out science investigations around it. 
• Read and compared a range of polar stories and written their 

own. 
• Created their own northern lights themed artwork. 



Art and Design Technology 
Children will be using the northern lights at inspiration to create 
their own frozen lands artwork. And will also produce some polar 
animal art. 
Children will be designing, making and evaluating their own mov-
ing pictures Christmas cards. 

PE 
Children will be developing their attack and defence skills by working on 
their footballing ability. We will also be carrying out dance sessions and 
finding ways to move to music linked to our topic. 

Geography  
Children will be attempting 
to locate the cold areas of 

the world using atlases, 
globes and maps. They will 
be considering the features 
of these areas and  compar-

ing them. 

History  
Children will have the chance to consider important people and 
events such as Guy Fawkes and the gunpowder plot and how it is 
stull remembered  today. we will also think about the importance 
of remembrance day and the significance of the poppy. In addi-
tion we will be learning about famous polar explorers such as 
Robert Falcon Scott and comparing their expeditions with the 
ones that happen now. 

RE What times are special to you and other cultures? 
Look at the celebration of Diwali. Why is it celebrated? 

Who celebrates it? How do they celebrate? Consider the 
Christmas story. How do  different people celebrate Christ-

mas? Why do they celebrate Christmas? How are Diwali 
and Christmas similar/different? 

Numeracy 
We follow the White Rose scheme. See below for this half 
terms focus.  
Measurement: Money 

• Count money in pounds and pence (including notes). 

• Select money to pay different amounts. 

• Make the same amount in different ways. 

• Find the total of a selection of coins and notes. 

• Compare amounts of money and find the difference. 

• Work out the change. 

• Solve money word problems. 
                                                                                           
Number: Multiplication and Division 

• Recognise and make equal groups. 

• Write multiplication sentences using the x symbol. 

• Use arrays to help solve multiplication questions. 

• Work on 2,5,10 and 3 x tables. 
    
Children will also take part in a range of additional maths    
activities and problems based on our topic. 

Science 
Investigating Materials 
• What is the best material to keep a polar explorer 

warm? 
• What is the best material to keep a polar explorer dry? 

• What is the best way to keep an ice cube frozen? 
Animal habitats and food chains 
Focus on the polar habitats, the animals that live there and 
the food chains of these places. 

Literacy   
Fiction: Polar Stories 
Non Fiction: Instructions 
Poetry: Really Looking 
• Compare and contrast different polar stories. 
• Create their own polar story.  
• Instructions to help a polar explorer. 

• Poetry based on ‘really looking’ using observation 
and description.  

                                                                                                                
We will also be carrying out Guided Reading, Phonics, 
handwriting and SPAG activities. 

PSHE 
Children will be thinking about the different kinds of relationships 
you can have and will be considering the relationships that are 
important to them. We will also be thinking about what a family 
is and if all families are the same. 

Computing 
Unit 2.1 Purple Mash Coding. Children will be carrying out 

a range of activities related to coding. 

Music 
Sing songs. Play tuned & 

untuned instruments.                                     
Listen & understand live/

recorded music 
Make and combine sounds                 

musically.    

Dates for the diary 
Christmas Play 10/12/19 PM 11/12/19 AM 
Christmas Jumper Day 13/12/2019 
Break up 19/12/2019 

 British Values 
Democracy 

School council vote. Children share opinions/make decisions. Topics 
influenced by children's decisions. 

Rule of Law 
School/class rules developed/agreed by children and  displayed in 

classroom.    Behaviour policy rewards and sanctions agreed and un-
derstood by children. 

Mutual Respect 

Know we are all special and respect and value each other. Explore 
different cultures and traditions. Religious festivals celebrated. Time 
spent considering what makes a good friend and ways to effectively 

resolve conflicts. 

Personal Responsibility and Individual Liberty 
Time to consider responsibilities/values/aspirations/ambitions as well 
as recognising importance of being responsible for own actions. We 

spend time considering how to stay safe including online. 

Tolerance of Different Faiths and Beliefs 
We respect the culture and beliefs of others. We take part in charity 

events. Understand/celebrate similarities and differences. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Development 
Social 

Consider identities, relationships and diversity. Chance to 
develop speaking, listening, leadership/ team work skills. 

Moral  
Develop and follow school and class rules. Acceptance and 

celebration of similarities/differences. 
Spiritual  

Learn about the world around them, celebration days 
based on various beliefs. Faith stories and discussions.  

Cultural 
Promote acceptance/sensitivity to others. Charity events. 

Share experience of own/other cultures.  

Year 2  
Autumn 2  

Frozen Lands 



 

Reading 
Please try and make sure you listen 

to your child read at least 3x a week. 
Understanding what they have read 
is  obviously also very important and 
you can help them with this by dis-
cussing the story and asking them 
questions about what they have 

read. 

Behaviour 
Year 2 Class Rules 

Be kind, be polite, look after one an-
other, let people join in, share, listen 
to each other, tidy up after yourself 
and respect other people and their 

belongings. 

Times Table Club 
During Year 2 we will be learning 

our 2, 3, 5 and 10 x table. To help us 
achieve this please could you help 
your child to learn them. Firstly by 
counting in steps, then by chanting 
their tables in the correct order and 
then by answering a variety of ques-

tions in random order. 

 

Christmas Play 
Every Year 2 child will have the op-
portunity to have a speaking role in 
the Christmas play if they so wish. 
They will bring a script home with 

their lines on. If you could help them 
learn them at home that would be 

fantastic. Thank you. 

PE/ Woodland School 
PE this half term will be on a          

Tuesday and Friday. Please make 
sure your child has their PE kit in 

school. Woodland School will be on 
Tuesday PM please send your child 
in appropriate clothes. Thank You. 

Homework 
Year 2 will be having spellings each 
week to learn. They will have their 

new spellings on Friday and will 
then be  tested on them the follow-
ing Friday. Please see the letter in 
your child's spelling book for addi-

tional information. 


