
Castlefields Primary School 

Curriculum Map Year 3 

The Notorious 

Norsemen and 

the Northern 

Lights (Spring 2) 

 

Reading 
Whole class Guided Reading of the 

novel ’The Last Polar Bears’ by Harry 

Horse 

Please read at home together at least 

4X weekly and record in Reading 

Records.

Behaviour
Golden time, smelly stickers and other 

rewards for good behaviour in class, as 

well as Headteacher awards and the 

‘Pupil of the Week’ cup. 

Tables
28 Club is done every several times a 

week in class. Please ensure that 

children are practising regularly at 

home. 

TT Rockstars (children have their own 

log in). 

PE/Games 
Please have P.E. kit (both indoor and 

outdoor) in school at all times, including 

clearly labelled trainers, warm layers 

and joggers. 

Homework 

New spellings and maths (or topic) home learning 

given out every Friday. The spelling test and 

homework due date is the following Thursday. 

Please remember to use TTRockstars to practise 

times tables and Languagenut for regular French 

language practise.  



The Notorious Norsemen and the Northern Lights—A study of Norway and its’ indigenous people 

In this half of the topic we will focus more on the country of Norway, its physical features and how the in-
digenous Saami people survive in the frozen Arctic circle. 

Essential knowledge 

Continue investigating the Vikings in Britain and how their legacy changed our country. 

Identify the physical features of Norway and how these affect land use. 

Does anyone live in the North of Norway? 

Locate Tromso a city and area above the Arctic Circle. 

What climate does Norway have and which climate zone does the North belong to?  

Where is Tromso in relation to the Arctic Circle? 

What are the world’s climate zones? 

Explore phenomenon of midnight sun.  

Research information about the Saami people and how their environment affects their lives. 

Practise using watercolour paints to create a piece of art similar to those of David Bellamy. 

Create collages and silhouette pictures using the Northern Lights as inspiration. 

Create a shadow puppet show to show our understanding of light. 

Introduction: 

Look at some ‘tourist information’ 
videos about Norway to introduce 
our class to the country. 

Key questions: 
Where in the country of Norway? 
How does it differ from Great Britain 
in terms of temperature, rainfall, size 
etc? 
How do these features affect the 
daily lives of people who live there? 
Who are the Saami people? 
Where do they live and how does the 
environment affect this?

Explore: 

Can I create a piece of 
watercolour artwork in the same 
style as David Bellamy? 

Can we make a shadow puppet  to 
show our understanding of light 
and shadow? 

Celebrate: 

Create a display of rune stones to 

celebrate our class creativity. 

Core Subjects Linked to topic Personal development Foundation Subjects 

The Notorious Norsemen (Spring 2) - Year 3 

English 

Write our own letters home from the Arctic, using our 

class novel ‘The Last Polar Bears’ as inspiration. 

Write our own fact file about the Saami people. 

Understand how to use inverted commas for speech as 

well as commas for clauses. 

Spellings– words that end in –sion or –tion. 

Use the prefix –re 

Numeracy 
interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms 

and tables 

solve one-step and two-step questions [for example, 

‘How many more?’ and ‘How 

many fewer?’] using information presented in scaled bar 

charts and pictograms and 

tables. 

Begin to look at fractions of shapes. 

Science—Light and Dark 

Understand that darkness is an absence of light. 

Investigate which materials are best for reflecting light. 

Explore ways of using mirrors to reflect light in different 

directions, including around corners. 

Research the dangers of direct sunlight and how to stay safe. 

Create shadow puppets and explore the way that the size, 

shape and direction of shadows can be changed by altering the 

light source. 

Spiritual— awe and wonder of our natural environment and 

sense of place. 

Moral  

Consider humans impact on the natural world, are we being 

good custodians of our planet? 

Social  - linked to PSHE 

Understand how both our words and actions have an effect on 

those around us.  

Look at who we can turn to when we are in need.  

Cultural 

Look at the culture of the Saami people and consider how their 

lives are both similar and different to ours. 

PSHE 

Why do we have school rules and how do they keep us healthy 

and safe? 

Who can we turn to in an emergency to help us? 

How do our words and actions affect others? How can we 

change the way we speak or act in order to help our relation-

ships? 

History/Geography  

Where is in the world is Norway? Investigate climate and 
weather conditions. Who are the Saami Tribe? 

D&T 

Create shadow puppet 

French: 

Continue Unit 2 of Languagenut, looking at games that 
we play on the playground and how we spend our free 
time.  

Art 

Study the work of the artist David Bellamy—his winter 

and Arctic landscapes. Practise a range of watercolour 

techniques to create an Arctic scene. Use of charcoal to 

Computing 

Use Scratch to programme our own animations. 

PE/Games 

Indoor invasion games 


